
The state shall not deny to any person equality before the law or the 
equal protection of the laws within the territory of India.

- Is borrowed from the English common-law it is somewhat negative concept in the 
sense that it denies the state to discriminate between individuals on arbitrary basis.
- It implies the absence of any special privilege due to birth, creed or the like, in 
favour of any individual and the equal subjection of all classes to the ordinary law.
- It means no man is above the law and every person whatever be his rank or status 
is subject to the same ordinary jurisdiction of the courts. Jurisdictional equality 
though is not a complete equality. Anybody can sue or get sued before the court. 
Nobody can escape law except President and Governor.
- However few exceptions for example the President and the Governor are not 
answerable to court of law for discharge of their official functions. 
- No civil proceedings where compensation is demanded can be started against them 
without giving them two month notice. 
- No criminal proceedings whatsoever can be started or confined against them. 
- The privileges are enjoyed by the members of the Parliament and state legislature 
under the provision of the Constitution. 
- Also exception in favour of foreign sovereigns and ambassadors.

RIGHT TO EQUALITY
*

ARTICLE 14 - Equality before law & Equal Protection of law *
ARTICLE 15 - prohibition of discrimination on grounds of RRCSB *
ARTICLE 16 - Equality of opportunity in matters of the public Employ.
ARTICLE 17 - Abolition of untouchability
ARTICLE 18 - Abolition of titles

#
EQUALITY BEFORE LAW

iatesensaisienisiningstiieaagaaiinssitnneieeatete



RULE OF THE LAW
Rule of Law → UK → When there is equality before law there exist rule of 
law → Means Lex Supreme → Nobody is above law → It is a part of basic 
structure.  Rule of Law has three principle

1. No man can be punished or made to suffer except for violation of law and 
such a violation shall be established in arbitrary court of land
2. All persons are subjected to ordinary law of land without distinction
3. Modification of ROL in England → Constitution is supreme law of land and 
all the laws passed by the legislature must be consistent with provisions of 
the Constitution.
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EQUAL PROTECTION OF THE LAW

- Equal treatment in equal circumstances → Like should be treated alike → 
USA

- Does not mean uniform application of Law under all circumstances situational 
variations are taken into account before applying law

- Article 14 guarantees equality among equals → Positive or Protective 
discrimination →  Unequals can be made equals and thus reservation policy is 
also justified


