
RIGHTS 
• Rights: Rights are those conditions of social life without which no man seeks to be himself 

at his best”. Rights is the freedom to act in chosen manner. Rights are claims of an 
individual on the state. Enable person to lead good life and life with dignity. Rights have 
dual function- protection and promotion.  

• Protective Role of Rights: Protection against arbitrary actions of the State. ex. Right to life 
and personal liberty  It means the individual's life cannot be abridged or abolished by 
anyone except in a manner that is prescribed in law. If it happens, person can seek justice 
from court. Thus, these kinds of rights limit the power of the State.  

• Promoting Role of Rights: Right guarantees those conditions of life which help an 
individual to develop his personality. For example. right to primary education, right to 
freedom, right to livelihood, etc. Rights are the essence of democracy as they empower the 
individuals and enable them to develop.  

• Rights and Equality: Rights are generally associated with equality in contemporary times 
and establish a level playing field among the people - rich and poor; men and women; and 
various social groups. Thus, they are egalitarian in nature. These kinds of rights enable the 
State to play a constructive role in the life of an individual.  

• Rights are generally not absolute. Rights may be associated with controls and 
obligations, there being very few absolute rights. For example, Right to Freedom under 
Article 19 comes with lot of restrictions so as to not to threaten public interest. ‘Where 
collective interests are involved, individual liberty must yield to common good.’  



KINDS OF RIGHTS 
• Natural Rights: These are universal rights which are inherent in every individual being a 

part of human nature. They are not conferred by law but only recognised and made 
enforceable by law. For example, right to life.  

• Moral Rights: Moral rights are based on our ethical awareness and on a sense of morality 
and justice. Moral rights are rights that make sense whereas legal rights are rights that are 
recognised by the State. As moral rights are not normally enforced by the court of law but by 
the customary provisions. Breach of moral rights may not amount to punishment by the 
state.  

• Legal Rights: These rights are recognised by the state and is also enforced by the state. In 
the event of any breach of such rights and privileges one can take shelter in the court of law. 
Therefore. these rights are enforceable in a court of law. The legal rights are of three kinds:  

1. Civil Rights: The Civil Rights are essential to the free development of individual 
self. Right to life, liberty and property. right to religion, speech, association and 
movement etc. are included in this category; in the absence of which no civilised life 
is possible.  

2. Political Rights: The opportunity granted to the citizens to take part in the 
administration of the state are known as political rights. These rights are enjoyed by 
the people not in their personal or private capacity but in the capacity of being the 
citizens of that particular state. For example the right to vote, the right to contest 
elections or right to hold public offices etc.  

3. Economic Rights: Rights like. fight to work. right to rest and leisure etc. are some of 
the important economic rights in the absence of which civilised living becomes 
impossible. In the socialist states these rights are paid much weightage.  

• Fundamental Rights: They are a branch of civil rights and are given higher importance in 
India as they are defended by the Supreme Court directly. Some Fundamental Flights are 
confined to citizens only while others are open to all. They are essential for human 
development. democracy and social progress.  


