
Constituent Assembly

• Adopted on 26th November, 1949 

• Came into force on 26th January 1950 (Pandit Nehru)

• Set up under the Cabinet Mission (1946)

• Total 385 members = Elected + Nominated

• 292 elected by the elected members of the Provincial LA

• 93 members nominated by the Princely States. 

• Later the Muslim League withdrawn - on July 16, 1947 

• The membership of the CA of India was reduced to 299 

• 299= 229 Provinces (Ele.) + 70 Princely States (Nom.) 

Continued
• The first meeting on December 9, 1946 

• Dr. Sachidanand Sinha as its interim President

• Two day later, Dr. Rajendra Prasad elected President

• To cope specialised tasks formed major Committees 

• Committee on Union Constitution, Union Powers Committee (both headed by J.L. Nehru), 

• Committee on Fundamental Rights, Advisory Committee (both headed by Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel), 

• Committee on Concessions to Minorities. Committee on the Supreme Court and the High 

Courts etc. 

• All Committees submitted reports —> widely discussed

www.indiashastra.com

Drafting Committee

• The all important Drafting Committee bore the responsibility of drafting

• It was formed on August 29, 1947

• Chairman —> Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 

• Also, 2 distinguished jurists Alladi Krishnaswamy Ayyar and KM. Munshi.

• When drafted? During the recess of the CA i.e. July 1947 - September 1948 

• Draft Constitution —> February 1948 —> Thrown open to debate

• The Constituent Assembly next met in November 1948 

• Provisions of the draft Constitution were considered and discussed in detail. 

• Completion of all procedural formalities of considerations and deliberations

• Finally received the signature of the President of the Constituent Assembly

• On November 26, 1949 - it was declared as passed and adopted. 
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Last Session

The last session of the assembly was held on January 24, 
1950, which unanimously elected Dr. Rajendra Prasad as 
the President of India. In all, 284 members of the Assembly 
signed the official copies of the Indian Constitution which 
came into effect on January 26, 1950 known and celebrated 
as the Republic day in India.
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Guidelines Laid Down for 
Framing the Constitution

• The Constitution is the supreme law of the nation. 

• It cannot be drafted or adopted in a hurry. 

• It must have a philosophical base 

• It must reflect the nation's ethos and the vision of its leaders, 

past and present. 


The philosophy underlying the Indian Constitution was 
embodied quite early in the Objective Resolution.


It was moved in the first session of the Constituent Assembly 
on December 13, 1946 by Pt. J.L. Nehru and adopted after 
considerable debate and deliberation in the Assembly on 
January 22, 1947. 

Objective Resolution
1. To foster unity of the nation and to ensure its economic and political security, to 

have a written Constitution, and to proclaim India as a Sovereign, Democratic 
Republic.  

2. To have a federal form of government with the distribution of powers between the 
Centre and the States.  

3. To guarantee and secure justice, equality, freedom of thought, expression, belief, 
faith, worship, vocation, association and action to all the people of India. 

4. To provide adequate safeguards for minorities, backward and tribal areas and 
depressed and other backward classes.  

5. To maintain the integrity of the territory of the Republic and the sovereign rights on 
land, sea and air according to the law of civilised nations.  

6. To attain rightful and honoured place in the world and make willing contribution to 
the promotion of world peace and the welfare of mankind. 
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Q WAS CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY A SOVEREIGN BODY?
A. Constituent Assembly was not sovereign body at beginning as it was 
created by Cabinet Mission plan, only British Govt could dissolve it. But CA 
asserted its sovereign character. CA could not be dissolved unless through 
their own resolution. It became not only a constitution making body but 
also law making body and became 1st parliament of India.
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